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Press release of the Together to School coalition 2. 9. 2009

2009/2010 school year begins, segregation of Roma pupils must end
The Together to School (Společně do školy / Jekhetane andre škola) NGO coalition calls on the Education Ministry to immediately adopt unambiguous measures to end segregatory practices in Czech schools. At least a quarter of all Roma children continue to be illegally designated for enrolment in “practical schools” intended for pupils with mental disability. The coalition warns that the Czech Republic is obliged by a verdict of the European Court for Human Rights (ECHR) to adopt corrective measures, but almost two years after this judgment was handed down, these discriminatory practices have not undergone any essential change. The coalition proposes measures including a nationwide anti-segregation campaign and a moratorium on the enrolment of Roma pupils at “practical schools”. 
At a press conference today, the Together to School coalition of 13 domestic and international NGOs expressed its serious concern at the Education Ministry’s approach toward fulfilling the ECHR verdict in the matter of “D.H. and others v Czech Republic”. This essential verdict from November 2007 obliges the Czech Republic to remove discriminatory barriers in relation to the education of children from the Roma minority. However, according to the coalition, the segregation of Roma pupils into “practical” (previously “special”) schools persists and threatens to continue during the upcoming school year.
The coalition warned that according to an investigation by the Institute for Information in Education (Ústav pro informace ve vzdělávání) conducted at 2 713 schools during the first half of 2009, more than 27 % of all Roma children attend “practical schools”. These schools, which are intended for pupils with light mental retardation, are attended by only two non-Roma children out of every hundred (an attendance rate which more properly corresponds to the statistical incidence of mental retardation in any population). 
The coalition reported that approximately 10 000 Roma children in the Czech Republic are now being illegally segregated out of mainstream education and educated in such a way as to prevent their access to the labor market as part of the majority society. The education system is thus massively contributing to the production of socially excluded Roma citizens. The coalition says it is indisputable that the ministry is obliged to protect Roma children’s right to equal access to education. 
The coalition is convinced that after receiving the ECHR verdict (at the very latest) the ministry should have taken clear, unambiguous steps to send the signal to the parties concerned (schools, psychological counseling centers and the general public) that the usual placement of Roma children in schools with lower educational standards violates existing law. This has not yet happened. The problem of desegregating the education system is not yet a priority for the ministry. 
Given the fact that neither the current nor the planned measures of the ministry can be considered sufficient, the Together to Schools coalition has formulated a set of measures to guarantee this illegal practice will be halted in the shortest possible time. The five steps are:
1) A nationwide media campaign aimed at changing the prejudiced attitude of the general public toward the Roma minority (a key factor in segregation is the pressure placed on Roma parents by the general society and the discriminatory prejudices of teachers);
2) An immediate moratorium on the reclassification of Roma children into classes or schools teaching according to the “Framework Education Program for Children with Light Mental Retardation” (RVP ZV LMP), which the minister will appropriately publicize (the RVP ZV LMP is systematically misused to create ethnically segregated classes or schools with a lower educational standard and is therefore markedly discriminatory in relation to Roma children);
3) Annulment of the RVP ZV LMP for the 2010/2011 school year (see the justification above);
4) The immediate establishment of an ethical codex to systemically address psychological-pedagogical counseling centers (in practice, their putatively expert diagnoses of “light mental retardation” are often generated as mere formalities in order to disqualify Roma children from mainstream education);
5) Repetition by the Institute for Information in Education of its investigation into the distribution of Roma children in the Czech school system during the first half of 2010, including a demonstration of any positive changes as part of a year-on-year comparison.
Experts from this broad non-governmental coalition have been trying to submit these proposed measures to Education Minister Kopicová, but their repeated requests for a personal meeting have been rejected. The coalition therefore intends to turn to Human Rights and Minorities Minister Kocáb to facilitate a meeting with the Education Minister. 
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